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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
THE EVANGELICAL MENNONITE CHURCH 


The Evangelical Mennonite Church as it exists to- 
day has a spiritual heritage which can be traced 
directly to early reformation days in church history. 
Even prior to the appearance of the great reformers, 
there were small groups of believers here and there in 
Europe who still clung tenaciously to an evangelical 
faith in the face of the growing ritualism, formalism 
and power of the Roman Church. 

The early 16th century brought the dawn of a re- 
ligious awakening which till this day is referred to as 
the Reformation. In this favorable climate, the seed 
of truth which had lain dormant for so many years 
suddenly blossomed forth in a group known as the 
Swiss Brethern in Zurich, Switzerland. Under the lead- 
ership of a man called Conrad Grebel, a congregation 
was founded in 1525. Because of their insistence upon 
the great truth that salvation can come only through 
repentance for sin and a saving faith in Christ, they 
understandably came to reject infant baptism as mean- 
ingless and began to rebaptize adult believers upon a 
confession of faith. Because of this practice, they came 
to be called Anabaptists. 

This group grew rapidly and new congregations 
sprang up in various parts of Europe under the leader- 
ship of such men as Felix Manz, George Blaurock and 
Obbe Philips. 

However this religious reformation was also produc- 
ing other leaders of different views and emphases 
among which were Zwingli, Luther and others. AI- 
though they preached courageously against the errors 
and abuses of the Roman Church and underlined many 
of the basic truths of an evangelical faith, still they 
were not prepared to reject as’ completely the Roman 
doctrines and practices as did the early Anabaptists, 


) 


and they began to take issue with them on various 
points. Especially did Zwingli and his followers oppose 
the Anabaptists on the question of baptism. 


Unfortuately there sprang up at this time several 
other movements under the leadership of zealous but 
misguided laymen who sought to identify themselves 
also with the Anabaptists. These movements were 
wildly visionary and more political and military in 
nature than spiritual. Because of their various excess- 
es, the name Anabaptists was soon brought into dis- 
repute to the sorrow and suffering of the true spiritual 
descendants of the Swiss Brethren. Other reformers 
of the day became antagonistic and finally openly 
hostile toward the Anabaptist movement utilizing 
every means at their disposal to combat it for they 
regarded it as heresy and an influence which weaken- 
ed their own battle against Rome. 


Intolerance spread and soon the Anabaptist brethren 
found themselves persecuted both by the Roman 
Church and by the other reformers of the day. So 
severe became their persecution that the congregations 
were scattered and many of their leaders were martyr- 
ed. 

It was at this crucial moment that there appeared 
on the scene a man capable of rallying the scattered 
believers, a man qualified to give them the courageous 
leadership they so sorely needed. His name: Menno 
Simons. He had been trained and educated for the 
Roman Catholic priesthood; was baptized by Obbe 
Philips and flung himself into the cause of truth as he 
now knew it. 


In addition to the brave leadership and distinctive 
teachings that he gave his followers, he also lent his 
name; for from that time on the members of this group 
have been known as Mennonites. 


For the next 150 years, Mennonites were relentless- 
6 


ly hounded and persecuted in many areas of Europe 
with the result that they were scattered far and wide 
into little pockets. To add to their difficulties, there 
arose differences of opinion among them with the re- 
sult that there. were some divisions. One. significant 
group that emerged during this period was one which 
rallied to the leadership of Jacob Amman. He tended to 
be very conservative in message and emphasis and his 
followers came to be known as Amish. 


Suffering from injustice, hardship and cruelty, the 
European Mennonites longed for a land where they 
might settle in peace, free to worship and to live ac- 
cording too the dictates of their conscience. As early 
as 1678, a man named Jacob Tilner of Grefield, Ger- 
many voyaged to America to investigate the possibil- 
ities of establishing a group of Mennonites in the colony 
of William Penn. He returned to Europe with favorable 
reports and in 1683 the first Mennonite families ar- 
rived on American shores to settle at Germantown, 
Pennsylvania where they were welcomed by the 
Quaker brethren of William Penn’s colony. 


Mennonite immigration took place in several waves. 
The first from 1709-1754 saw from 3,000 to 5,000 people 
arrive. The second wave from 1815-1861 saw some 3,000 
more Mennonites arrive to settle in Western Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa. This particular 
group of immigrants was largely composed of people 
from Alsace Lorraine. As they settled down in their 
new home land they concentrated on preserving intact 
the ways of life they had known in their European com- 
munities. While they adhered strictly to the letter 
of the traditional confession of faith adopted by Dort- 
recht, Holland in 1632, they became more and more 
preoccupied with preserving and enforcing the external 
patterns of living such as style of clothing, cut of 
hair, mode of transportation and with keeping them- 
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selves free of any involvement with the surrounding 
world. 


It was in such a religious atmosphere that a young 
man named Henry Egly was elected to the office of 
deacon in his home Church in Butler County, Ohio in 
1853. Three years later he was called to the ministry in 
this church. During these three years he had been in 
failing health and after much prayer and heart search- 
ing he had come into a deep spiritual experience with 
God. He was thrilled in his newly found relationship 
with God and dedicated himself to the preaching of the 
Biblical truth that salvation is of God through faith 
in His Son. Brother Egly came to understand that ‘“‘if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” With re- 
stored health and new vision he plunged into his work 
as a minister. In the year 1858 he was elected to the 
office of bishop. 


It was not long until his vigorous ministry and in- 
sistence upon a definite new birth experience in the 
life of every person began to provoke opposition. 
Whereas many heard and were led into a true exper- 
ience of salvation, many also considered him unreason- 
able. Opposition grew to the point that in 1865 Brother 
Egly was forced to withdraw from his church. About 
half of his congregation rallied to his spiritual leader- 
ship and withdrew also thus forming a new group. AS 
ministers in other Mennonite communities heard about 
this, they began inviting him to come and share his 
message with them and their people. As a result of his 
evangelistic tours, new groups were soon formed in 
such communities as Groveland, Illinois; Gridley, Il- 
linois; Leo, Indiana; Archbold, Ohio; and Bluffton, 
Ohio. As the movement continued to spread, congrega- 
tions also appeared in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska and 
Michigan. 

In its early years our conference was simply a group 
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of very loosely associated rural congregations whose 
membership was almost exclusively made up of the 
descendants of earlier Mennonite immigrants. Spurred 
by a desire to bear witness of their faith, these scatter- 
ed congregations sought to establish cooperative proj- 
ects where by the Gospel could be proclaimed. As a re- 
sult, our conference was soon deeply committed to 
such projects as foreign missions, a children’s home, a 
hospital and relief. 


Recent years have brought an awareness of the need 
for home extension. As a result, new churches are be- 
ing organized in suburban areas. Whereas our congre- 
gations were once predominatly rural and of immigrant 
stock, they are now rapidly becoming urban and of all 
backgrounds as we try to bring the Gospel to the un- 
evangelized of our day. Our’s is a rich spiritual herit- 
age. We are the descendants of men and women who 
laid down their lives for their religious faith. They had 
their age in which to live; their witness to give; their 
price to pay. We have ours. 


CONSTITUTION 


PART I 


ARTICLE I — NAME 
This religious organization shall be known as the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church. 


ARTICLE II — PURPOSE 

The purpose of this organization is as follows: 

a. to foster a concerted and systematic propagation 
of the Gospel at home and abroad. 

b. to assure to believers the opportunity of fellowship 
and inspiration in the Christian faith. 

c. to lead believers by instruction and challenge into 
ever widening experiences of grace and service. 

d. to afford an efficient administration of God’s work 
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and an effective utilization of all tithes and resources 
available. 


ARTICLE Ill — COOPERATION 


We welcome opportunities of fellowshiping in Christ 
with all brethren of like faith and convictions. 

We stand ready to join hands with any fellow be- 
lievers in projects dedicated to the honor of God’s 
name, the spreading of the Gospel and the salvation of 
the lost. 


ARTICLE IV aa; AFFILIATION 


We are prepared to study sympathetically plans for 
closer affiliation with groups of like faith and emphasis 
if such relationship would open to us mutual opportun- 
ities of richer fellowship and wider, more effective 
avenues of witness and service in our age of supreme 
challenge. 
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ARTICLES .OF .FAITH 
| PARTI 


ARTICLE I — THE SCRIPTURES 


We believe that the Old and New Testament Scrip- 


tures, sixty-six books in all were given by God through 
Divinely-chosen persons. These persons were divinely 
inspired, writing in obedience to the divine command, 
and were kept from error whether the truths were 
familiar or unknown. 


II Peter 1:20,21 — “No prophecy of the scripture is 
of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
God is the author, salvation the objective, and by the 
principles of Scripture all will be judged. 

II Timothy 3:16, 17 — ‘All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: That the man of God may be perfect, through- 
ly furnished unto all good works.” 


The Scripture cannot be broken. It is the supreme 


standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and 


opinions shall be tried. 


John 10:35 — “the scripture cannot be broken” 
John 12:48 — “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
not my words, hath one that judgeth him:the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day.” 


It is the revelation of God Himself, speaking to man, 


revealing man’s natural state, and presenting the 
only means of his salvation. 


John 20:31 — “But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name.” 


- See Also — Romans 15:4; Acts 4:12; Romans 3:10-12 
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ARTICLE If — GOD 


We believe that the one and only true God is spirit; 
self-existent, perfect, infinite, personal, eats creak 
and eternal in His being. 

Isaiah 45:22b — “for I am God, and there is none 

else.” 

John 4:24 — “God is a Spirit: and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 


He is perfect in holiness, love, justice, goodness, wis- 
dom and truth. 

Exodus 34:6 — ‘The Lord, The Lord God, merciful 

‘and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in good- 

ness and truth... .” 


See also — Deut. 32:4;. Isa. 6:3; 57:15; Psa. 103:8; 
PT Uime dif: lie Pet. 23:9 


He is omnipotent [all-powerful], omniscient [all- 
knowing], and omnipresent [everywhere-present], 
Creator and Sustainer of all things visable and invis- 
able. He is both imminent and transcendent to creation. 

Jer. 10:12 — ‘He hath made the earth by his pow- 


arog 
[Also Gen. 35:11] 
Jer. 23:24 — ‘“‘Can any hide himself in secret places 


that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill 
heaven and earth? saith the Lord.” 


See Also — Psa. 139:7-10; Amos 9:2,3 


Heb. 4:13 — “.... all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 


See Also — Acts 15:18 

He exists and reveals Himself in three persons, as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These are equal in their 
divine perfection, though distinct in manifestation, and 
execute distinct but harmonious offices in the great 
work of redemption. 

John 15:26 — “But when the Comforter is come, 

whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
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-- Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
- shall testify of me:’ 

- See Also — Matt. 28:19; John 10:30; I Cor. 2:10; 
“{Eph?2:182 IT Cor. 18: 14 


ARTICLE II — JESUS CHRIST 
~ We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son, was made in 
the likeness of men. He was born of the Virgin Mary, 
thus uniting organically and indissolubly the divine 
and human natures in their completeness in one unique 
personality. 
Phil. 2:7b,8a — “and was made in the likeness of 
- men: and being found in fashion asaman....” 
- See Also — Matt. 1:18-25; John 1:14; I Tim. 3:16; 
Heb. 2:14a : 
- The purpose of the incarnation was to reveal God 
and to redeem man and by His. death He made full 
atonement for our sins. 
II Cor. 5:19 — “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself.” 
-See Also — I Peter 2:24; I Peter 3:18; I John 2:2 
_ He rose from the dead aad ascended into heaven. He 
is now at the right hand of God interceding for us. 
Luke 24:34 — ‘The Lord is risen indeed,” 
Luke 24:51 — ‘“‘And it came to pass, while he blessed 
. them, he was parted.from them, and carried up into 
heaven.” 
-I Peter 3:22 — “Jesus Christ is gone into heaven, and 
~ in on the right hand of God; angels and authorities 
and powers being made subject to him.” 
See Also — Heb. 8:1; Col. 3:1; I John 2:1; Rom. 8:34 


ARTICLE IV — THE HOLY SPIRIT 
We believe that the person of the Holy Spirit pro- 
ceeds from the Father and the Son. 
- John 15:26 — “But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fath- 
er, he shall testify of me:”’ 
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- His ministry, since His coming on the day of-Pente- 
cost, is broad and varied. He convicts and convinces 
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of Judgment. He 
restrains the progress of evil until God’s pene are 
accomplished. 


John 16:8-11 — “And nay Re he is come, will con- 
vict the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment; of sin, because they believe not 
on me; of righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and ye behold me no more; of judgment, because the 
prince of this world hath. been judged.” ASV 1901 


He bears witness to the truth preached, regenerat- 
ing those who repent of their sins and who ee ee 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

John 3:5-8 — “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 

unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.. .” 
See Also — Acts 5:30-32 

He instructs, comforts and guides God’s children. 

John 16:13 — “when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 

he will guide you into all truth:” 

Romans 8:26 — “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our. 
_ infirmities:” - ; 

See Also — John 14:16-18 © 
- He sanctifies and empowers the child of God for serv- 
ice. 

I Thess. 5:23 — “And the very God of peace saridtity 

you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 

soul and body be preserved’ blameless unto the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Acts 1:8 — “But: ye shall receive power, arinh -that 

the Holy Ghost is come upon you:” Boi 

See Also — Eph. 3:16; I,Cor. 2:1-4; I Thess. 1:5 

He will graciously and platen give iia aia eo 
to.eur resurrected bodies. 


Romans 8:11 — “But if the Spirit of him that raised 
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised 
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up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

I Cor. 15:54 — “So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” 


ARTICLE V — MAN 


A. His Creation 


We believe that man was created by an immediate 
act of God. . 

Gen. 2:7 — “And the Lord God formed man of the 

dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 

He was created in the image and likeness of God, 
good, righteous and holy, possessing personality and 
capable in all things to do the will of God. 

Gen. 1:27 — “So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God created he him; male and female 
- created he them.” 

He was created in order that he might glorify God 
and enjoy him forever. In so doing man finds his great- 
est measure of blessedness and true enjoyment. 

Isaiah 43:7 — “Even every one that is called by my 

name: for I have created him: for my seh I have 

formed him; yea, I have made him.” 

-Eph. 1:5, — “Having predestinated us unto the 

adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac- 

cording to the good pleasure of his will, To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved.” 

See Also — Eph. 1:18 


B. His Fall 


We believe that man was subjected to trial in the 
Garden of Eden in order to test his loyalty to his 
Creator. 
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Gen. 2:15-17 — ‘And the Lord God took the man, 


and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 
to Keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest free- 
ly eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 


By voluntarily transgressing God’s positive command 


and yielding to the enticement of Satan, man lost his 
holy condition, was alienated from God, and became 
physically, morally, and spiritually depraved. 


Romans 5:12,18 — “Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin: and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men unto justification of life.” 

See Also — Gen. 3:1-6 


In consequence of this act of disobedience, the en- 


tire human race became involved in sin, so that in 
every heart there is by nature that evil disposition 
which eventually leads to responsible acts of sin which 
incurs guilt and brings about the righteous judgment 


of 


God. 
Romans 3:10-12 — “As it is written, There is none 


- righteous, no, not one: There is none that under- 


standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together un- 
profitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one.” 

See Also — Rom. 1:19-32; I John 1:8-10; I Cor. 2:14; 
189756267 erselice 
Therefore all men are sinners and guilty before 


God, are dead in trespasses and sins, and unable to 
save themselves. 


Romans 3:23 — “For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God:” 
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Eph. 2:1 — “And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins;” 


C. His Redemption 


We believe that God as the Sovereign Ruler must 
punish sin because he is holy and cannot tolerate sin. 

Psalms 145:17,20 — ‘The Lord is righteous in all his 

ways, and holy in all his works. 

The Lord preserveth all them that love him: but all 

the wicked will he destroy.” 

Romans 6:23a — “For the wages of sin is death;” 


Ezekiel 18:4b — “the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

See Also — I Peter 1:15-17 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, voluntarily offered 
Himself on the Cross as the perfect sacrifice for sin, 
the just suffering for the unjust, bearing sin’s curse, 
and dying for all mankind. 

John 10:17,18a — “Therefore doth my Father love 

me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it 

again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 

of myself.” 

I Peter 3:18 — “For Christ also hath once suffered 

for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 

us to God.” 

Gal. 3:13 — “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 

of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is writ- 

ten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:” 


As the gospel of redeeming love and grace is pro- 
claimed, nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest 
sinner on earth, but his own stubborn will, and the 
voluntary rejection of Jesus Christ as his sin-bearer. 


ARTICLE VI — SALVATION 


A. Repentance 


We believe that the Scriptures teach that repent- 
ance must precede and accompany regeneration. 
Isa. 55:7 — “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
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unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return 

unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 

to our God for he will abundantly pardon.” 

Mark 1:15 — “The time is fulfilled, and the king- 

dom of God is at hand: repent ye, and Raye the 

gospel.” 

Genuine repentance is a necessary attitude of man 
as a condition for a holy and just God to forgive man’s 
sins. This attitude involves a godly sorrow for sin, a 
proper reverence for God’s holiness, and a surrender 
to God brought about by the convicting power of the 
Holy Spirit. It results in a confession and forsaking of 
sin. Insofar as possible where sin has been committed 
against man, restitution should be made. 

Luke 13:3 — “TI tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent 

ye shall all likewise perish.” 

Ps. 51:3,4a — “For I acknowledge my transgressions: 

and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, 

have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:” 

Luke 15:18 — “TI will arise and go to my father, and 

will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and before thee.” 

Prov. 28:13 — “He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh. them 

shall have mercy.” 

I John 1:9 — “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.” 


B. Faith 


We believe that faith is essential to salvation. It is 
that persuasion by which the Word of God is received 
as true. 

Eph. 2:8 — “For by grace are ye saved through faith: 

and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 

It is both the gift of God and the act of the creature. 

Gal. 5:22 — “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,” 
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Heb. 11:6 — “But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” 


It is reasonable confidence praned upon good evi- 
dence. It is a confidence born of complete trust in God 
as revealed through Christ. It not only believes that 
the death of Christ is the sacrifice for sin, but is a 
trust in its efficacy. 


John 20:31 — “But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name.” 
See Also — Romans 10:10 


C. Justification 


We believe that justification is a judicial act of God 
in which He declares the sinner free from condem- 
nation and punishment, and restores him to divine 
favor and privilege. It takes place when the sinner re- 
pents and trusts Christ for salvation. 


Romans 3:24-26 — “Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteous- 
ness for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this 
time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 


Romans 5:1 — “Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
‘Christ:”. 


D. Regeneration 


We believe that salvation is wholly of grace and free 
to all, but is conditioned solely on repentance toward 
God and the acceptance of Christ by faith. 

Eph. 2:8,9 — “For by grace are ye saved through 
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faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

When the sinner has met these conditions, God just- 
ifies and regenerates him. 


Regeneration is the impartation of Divine life. By the 
operation of the Holy Spirit through the Word, the be- 
liever is given a disposition to love and obey God. 


II Cor. 5:17 — “Therefore if any man _ be in Christ, 

he is a new creature: old things are passed away; be- 
_ hold, all things are become new.” 

See Also — Titus 3:4-6 

Some evidences of regeneration are: the witness of 
the Holy Spirit, a personal knowledge of the forgive- 
ness of sin, perfect peace in the soul, and newness of 
life. 

Romans 8:16 — “The Spirit itself beareth witness 

with our spirit, that we are the children of God:” 

See Also — Gal. 5:22,23 

[Other terms frequently used in Scripture to de- 
scribe this spiritual experience of man are: being “born 
again’, being “converted”, being “‘saved”’.] 
See — John 3:3-7; Acts 4:12 


E. Sanctification 


We believe that sanctification is a separation of the 
sinner from sin unto God for a holy purpose. It in- 
volves a voluntary separation from ungodliness by the 
believer, the imputation of Christ as our holiness by 
faith, and a conformation to the image of Christ by the 
aid of the Holy Spirit. 

I Cor. 1:30 — “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 

of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 

and sanctification, and redemption:”’ 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word 
and is to be appropriated by faith. It is made possible 
by a voluntary yielding to God resulting in a separation 
from sin. 
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I Cor. 6:9-11 — “ ... but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.” 

John 17:17 — “Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth.” 

Psalm 4:3 — “But know that the Lord hath set apart 
him that is godly for himself:” 

Rom. 6:13b — “. . . but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your mem- 
bers as instruments of righteousness unto God.” 
Rom. 6:19¢c — “. .. even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness.” 


See Also — Rom. 8:13,14; Rom. 12:1 


This work is necessary for holiness, fruitfulness of 
life, and power for service. The Holy Spirit accomp- 
lishes this work by indwelling, filling, and controlling 
the life. 

Gal. 5:16 — “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and 

ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 

See Also — Eph. 4:30-32 


F. Divine Healing 


We believe that all sickness is fundamentally the re- 
sult of the fall of man. In the atonement of Christ pro- 
vision has been made for the eventual and complete 
redemption of the body. . 


Gen. 3:19 — “in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.” 
Rom. 8:18,22,23 — “For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

_ “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.” 
“And not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
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within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 


Until that time we believe that we may accept and 
appropriate human medical knowledge and aid as a 
token of Divine mercy and blessing. 


We believe that God may work through human in- 
strumentality or directly and indepently of human 
means to alleviate human suffering. 


We believe that prayer should be made for the sick 
in accordance with the Scriptural injunctions as all 
healing is divine work. 

James 5:14-16 — ‘Is any sick among you? let him call 

for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 

Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed 

sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 

another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fer- 

vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 


G. Resurrection and Glorification 


We believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ, and 
that because He lives, we too shall live. 

Luke 24:6a — “he is not here, but is risen: ... 

Acts 1:3 — ‘To whom also he shewed himself alive 

after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 

seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God:” 

I Cor. 15:19-23 — ‘For as in Adam all die, even so 

in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

See Also — I Cor. 15:3-8 

At the return of Christ the bodies of the righteous 
dead will be raised and will, with the living believers, 
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. We will be 
changed so as to have immortal bodies like unto 
Christ’s own glorious body. 
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I Thess. 4:13-18 — “. :.. and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air:” 


See Also — I Cor. 15; Phil. 3:20,21 


Our glorification is God’s final act of redemption 
and will be realized when we see Him as He is. 


I John 3:2 — “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 


ARTICLE VII — THE CHURCH 


~ We believe that The Church of Jesus Christ is com- 
posed of all true regenerated believers of whatever 
name, race, or nation, who are vitally united by faith 
to Christ, the living Head and Ruler. Jesus Christ Him- 
self is the chief cornerstone. 


Eph. 1:22,23 — “And hath put all things under his 

feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 

the church, which is his body, the fulness of him 

that filleth all in all.” 

See Also — Eph. 4:1-16; I Cor. 12:12-27 

The local church [congregation] is an organization 
made up of a company of professed believers in Christ, 
voluntarily joined together and meeting at stated times 
to worship, to fellowship, to observe the ordinances, 
and to build itself up in the most holy faith in order to 
glorify God. 

Acts 2:41-47 — “Then they that gladly received his 

word were baptized: ... And they continued stead- 

fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and 

in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” [Acts 2:41a,42] 
' See. Also: — Acts 20:7;' 1. Cor. 16:2; I Peter 4:1; 

Jude 20,21 . 
' It is the primary duty of .the church to give the Gos- 
pel as a witness to all men. 
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ARTICLE VIII — FINAL THINGS 


A. Second Advent of Christ 


We believe in the personal, visible, pre-millenial and 
imminent return of Christ. 


Acts 1:10,11 — “. . . this same Jesus, which is taken 

up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 

ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” [Acts 1:11b] 

John 14:1-3 — “. ..I go to prepare a place for you, 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also.” [John 14:2b,3] 

See Also — Mark 13:22-37 

This will be accomplished in two stages. First, Christ 
will descend from Heaven to claim His waiting Bride, 
the living Church, and departed believers. 


I Thess. 4:16-17 — ‘For the Lord himself shall des- 
cend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” 


Then after the tribulation judgments have been visit- 
ed upon the apostate and rebellious world, He will des- 
cend with His saints to establish the long promised 
kingdom and reign upon the earth for a thousand years. 


Matt. 24:21 — “For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

Rev. 20:4-6 — ‘‘And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit- 
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ 
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a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This 
is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.” 

See Also — Luke 21:25,26; II Thess. 1:3-10; Dan. 
7:13,14; Luke 1:32,33; Rev. 5:9,10 


B. Judgments 

We believe that the believer’s works will be judged 
for rewards at the judgment seat of Christ at the time 
of His coming, his sins having been judged in Christ 
upon the cross. 

John 5:24 — “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 

hath everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 

demnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

See Also — Rom. 6:8; 7:4; II Cor. 5:10 

Rom. 14:10c,12 — “.. . for we shall all stand before 

the judgment seat of Christ.” 

“So then every one of us shall give account of him- 

self to God.” 

See Also — I Cor. 3:8-15; I Cor. 4:5; II Tim. 4:8 

The unbeliever will appear before God for judgment 
at the Great White Throne after the millenial reign of 
Christ. He will then be consigned to the Lake of Fire, 
there to suffer torment forever and ever with the Devil 
and his angels. 

Eccl. 12:14 — “For God shall bring every work into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 

good, or whether it be evil.” 

Heb. 9:27 — “And as it is appointed unto men once 

to die, but after this the judgment:” 


* See Also — Mark 9:43-48; Rev. 20:10-15 
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C. Eternal Destinies 


We believe that there are two eternal conscious dest- 
inies for men: Heaven for the righteous and Hell for 
the unrighteous. 


John 5:28,29 — “Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have 
‘done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the ressurection of dam- 
nation. 

See Also — John 14:1-3; Ps. 9:17 


After the Great White Throne Judgment, and after 
all the enemies of God are consigned to their place of 
eternal punishment, the present order of things will 
be dissolved and the new heaven and the. new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness shall be revealed as the 
eternal abiding place in which the righteous shall dwell. 

Isa. 65:17 — “For, behold, I create new heavens and a 

new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, 

nor come into mind.” 

II Peter 3:13 — ‘Nevertheless we, according to his 

promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 

wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 


See Also — Rev. 21:1-22:7 


ARTICLE IX — THE ORDINANCES 


We believe that an ordinace is an outward ceremony 
symbolic of a spiritual truth or experience which was 
instituted by Christ for perpetual use by the Church. 
It is not a means of salvation but becomes a source 
of spiritual inspiration and strength as one is obedient 
unto the Lord’s command. We believe that the 
Christian ordinances are baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per. 


A. Baptism 
We believe that water baptism was instituted by 
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Christ and symbolizes the experience of regeneration 
and union with Him. 
Matt. 28:19 — “Go ye therefore, and. teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
See Also — Acts 2:38-41; Acts 8:36-39 


It is a public confession of the believer’s identifi- 
cation with Christ in His death, burial, and resur- 
rection. 

Col. 2:12— “Buried with him in baptism, wherein 

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead.” 

Baptism is to be administered to believers only, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Each believer may have his choice of mode. 
Wherever and whenever practical and possible, we en- 
courage immersion as this form of baptism most clear- 
ly symbolizes its spiritual significance. Water baptism 
does not save or cleanse from sin. It is the answer of 
a good conscience toward God. We cannot recognize 
infant baptism as valid according to Scripture. 

Acts 8:36b, 37a — ‘“‘... See, here is water; what doth 

hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou 

believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” 

See Also — Acts 16:30-34; I Peter 3:21; John 1:12; 

Rom. 10:9; Rom. 6:3,4 


B. The Lord’s Supper 


We believe that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by 
Christ on the night of betrayal and is to be observed by 
His Church until He returns. 

Matt. 26:26-30 — “And as they were eating, Jesus 

took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it 

to the disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. 

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my 
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blood of the new testament which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins.” 


[Matt. 26:26-28] 


Luke 22:19,20 — “this do in remembrance of me.” 
[Luke 22:19c] 
I Cor. 11:26 — “For as often as ye eat this bread, 


and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
he come.” 


See Also — I Cor. 11:23-25 


We believe that it is a memorial of Christ’s death, a 
center of communion and fellowship, a testimony to 
saving faith, and a visible seal of Christ’s redemptive 
covenant. 


It consists of partaking of the emblems of bread and 
the fruit of the vine which symbolize the death of 
Christ for the remission of our sins and depicts our 
continual dependence upon Him for our sustenance. 


Its observance is to be preceded by honest self-ex- 
amination. 


I Cor. 11:27-29 — “Wherefore whosoever shall eat 
this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 


But let a man examine himself and so let him eat if 
that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam- 
nation to himself, not discerning the the Lord’s body.” 


The communion table shall be open to all believers 
who know themselves to be in right relationship to God, 
irrespective of denomination. It is recommended that 
the Lord’s Supper be observed two or more times an- 
nually by each congregation. 
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ARTICLES OF PRACTICE 
PART ITI 


ARTICLE I — THE LORD’S DAY 


We believe that one day of the week was divinely set 
aside for rest and worship. The Jewish Sabbath [the 
seventh day] was obligatory upon those who lived un- 
der the Jewish Law. 


Gen. 2:1-3 — “... and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made. And God bless- 
ed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that 
in it he had rested from all his work which God creat- 
ed and made.” [Gen. 2:2b,3] 

Exodus 20:8 — “Remember the sabbath day, to keep 

it holy.” 

In the present dispensation the first day of the week 
has been set aside as the Lord’s Day for rest, worship, 
and Christian service. It is to be kept sacred for re- 
ligious purposes in commemoration of the resurrection 
of our Lord from the dead by resting from all secular 
labor except works of mercy and necessity. 


Acts 20:7a — “And upon the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto them...” 

Mark 2:27,28 — “And he said unto them, The sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: 
Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sab- 
bath.” 

I Cor. 16:1,2 — ‘Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him...” 

[I Cor. 16:2a] 


ARTICLE II — CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


We believe that God’s ownership of all things by 
creation and by redemption is clearly indicated in the 
Scriptures. Since we are saved by grace and the death 
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of Christ provided our ransom, our whole being — body, 
soul, and spirit — should be freely given to God, which 
is our reasonable service. Our stewardship responsi- 
bility thus extends to our time, talents, and temporal 
goods. 
Ps. 24:1 — “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 
Haggai 2:8 — “The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” 


I Cor. 6:20 — ‘For ye are bought with a price: there- 

fore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 

which are God’s.” 

We believe that God has revealed a system whereby 
His program is to be perpetuated. 


Malachi 3:10 — “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” 

I Cor. 16:2 — ‘Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I 
come.” 

See Also — Gen. 14:18-20; Gen. 28:20-22; Lev. 27:30 


The Scriptures teach that giving is an act of worship. 
The believer is to give systematically, proportionately, 
cheerfully, prayerfully, and liberally. Believers are en- 
couraged to adopt the system of tithing their income as 
a minimum expression of their stewardship. The Chris- 
tian’s motivation in stewardship is Christ Himself who 
freely gave His all for us. 


See — II Cor. 8:8-10, II Cor. 9:6-8 


ARTICLE IIIT — DEDICATION OF CHILDREN 


_ We believe that the Scriptures reflect a Divine con- 
cern for the well-being of little children. The Scriptures 
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relate instances where children were publicly dedicated. 

Matt. 19:13-15 — “But Jesus said, Suffer little chil- 

dren, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of 

such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

See Also — I Sam. 1:24-28; Luke 2:21-24 

We therefore encourage Christian parents to dedi- 
cate publicly their children to the Lord by prayer. We 
believe that provision is made in the atonement for the 
salvation of those infants who die in infancy or for 
those who have not reached the age of personal ac- 
countability before God. 

See — Romans 5:17-21; II Sam. 12:23 


ARTICLE IV — MARRIAGE 


A. Nature and Relationships 


We believe that marriage is a sacred institution or- 
dained of God, and was intended to be the union of one 
man and one woman until parted by death. 


Gen. 2:24 — “Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one flesh.” 

Matt. 19:3-6 — “. .. What therefore God hath join- 
ed together, let not man put asunder. 


Marriage, which is the foundation of the family and 
the home, should be entered into in the fear of God and 
according to the teachings of the Holy Scriptures. 

See — Eph. 5:22-33  _ 

We believe that it is unscriptural for believers to 
unite with unbelievers in the bond of matrimony and 
such unions should be discouraged by our churches and 
our ministers. For this reason our ministers may not 
officiate at the marriage of an unbeliever with a be- 
liever. 

II Cor. 6:14-18 — “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 

gether with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what com- 

munion hath light with darkness?” [II Cor. 6:14] 
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See Also — Deut. 7:1-4; Neh. 13:23-27 

We discourage a Protestant-Catholic courtship as 
well as a courtship with a follower of any of the var- 
ious cults. 


B. Divorce 


We believe that divorce is in opposition to God’s 
original intention for marriage. 

See — Genesis 2:24; Matthew 5:31,32; Matthew 

19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18; Rom. 7:2,3 

Divorce is the legal procedure by which human 
authority considers a marriage to be dissolved. 

A violation of marriage occurs when one of the mar- 
riage partners enters into a one-flesh union with some- 
one other than the first partner. This is called adultery 
which is the sin which violates marriage. 

In the event of such a violation, divorce may be per- 
missible in keeping with the teachings of Jesus in 
Matthew 5 and 19. 

However, every effort should be made to effect for- 
giveness and reconciliation. 

See — Isaiah 55:7; I John 1:9; Eph. 4:31,32 

Separation without divorce is recognized but dis- 
couraged. I Cor. 7:10-16 

Any person who enters into divorce action for any 
cause [other than unfaithfulness]; and marries another 
commits adultery, and the one who shares that relation- 
ship with the divorced one is likewise guilty of the same 
sin. 

See — Matt. 5:32; 19:9; Mark 10:11,12; Luke 16:18 


ARTICLE V — THE HOME 


We beiieve that the home is a divinely ordained in- 
stitution in which the husband is the head, but serves 
its members in the spirit of and by the law of love. 


Col. 3:18-21 — ‘“‘Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, 
love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 
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Children obey your parents in all shings: for this is 
well pleasing unto the Lord. Father, provoke not 
your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” 


See Also — Eph. 5:22-33 © 
Obedience is to be rendered by children in the spirit 
of respect and love. 

Eph. 6:1-4 — “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and moth- 
er; which is the first commandment with promise; 
That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” 


The home is the most important institution in which 
to nurture children in the Christian faith, and great 
care should be exercised by parents and pastors in 
building homes that are genuinely and consistently 
Christian. ; 

See — Deut. 6:4-7; Ps. 78:1-8 


ARTICLE VI — CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 


We believe that the Scriptures teach that the Chris- 
tian is to be separated from the world unto a life of 
practical godliness and service for Christ. His life is 
to be one of loving devotion to Jesus Christ and hum- 
ble service to others. Jesus demonstrated the spirit by 
which such service may be rendered as He washed the 
disciples’ feet. We encourage the daily practice and 
expression of Christian love to others in the spirit of 
genuine Christian humility. 

See — Phil. 2:1-8; John 13:1-17 

~The Christian should also refrain from all pursuits, 
pleasures, and associations which would bring dishonor 
to Christ, bring reproach upon the church, or exert a 
harmful influence upon himself or others. 


I Cor. 10:31 — “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
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Romans 14:21 — “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor 
to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.” 

See Also — II Cor. 6:14-18 

We believe that the Scriptures teach that the Chris- 
tian believer is not to enter into relationships or as- 
sociations which would tend to compromise his Chris- 
tian witness. 

Since secret societies are primarily a fellowship in 
which members are recognized as brethren regardless of 
their spiritual status, since they are oath bound and 
sworn to secrecy [contrary to the spirit of the Gospel], 
and since they declare that that those who keep the 
commands of their order will be granted eternal hap- 
piness, we therefore believe that it is unchristian and 
unscriptural for believers to be members of such 
societies. Persons holding membership in_ secret 
societies shall not be eligible for such membership. 

See — John 3:19; John 18:20; Eph. 5:11-13 


ARTICLE VII — 


ATTITUDE TOWARD CIVIL GOVERNMENT 


We believe that civil government is ordained of God 
for the punishment of evil doers, for the protection of 
that which is good, and to direct justly the interaction 
of society. 

Rom. 13:1 — “Let every soul be subject unto the 

higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 

the powers that be are ordained of God.” 

See Also — Ex. 18:21-23; Rom. 13:2-7 

We, therefore, consider it our duty to pray for our 
rulers and magistrates and to be submissive and obe- 
dient to governmental authority, in sofar as it does not 
militate against the supreme law and will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I Tim. 2:1-4 — “I exhort, therefore, that, first of all 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
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thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 

Acts 5:29 — “Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men.” 

See Also — Titus 3:1,2; I Peter 2:13,14; Matt. 23:10; 
Rev. 19:16; Rom. 14:9-13 


ARTICLE VIII — ATTITUDE TOWARD STRIFE 
AND MILITARY SERVICE 


We believe that the teaching of Scripture enjoins be- 
lievers to love their enemies, to do good to them that 
hate them, and to overcome evil with good. They are in- 
structed to live peaceably with all men. 


Matt. 5:43-45 — “But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you;” [Matt. 5:44] 


Rom. 12:20,21 — ‘“‘Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
Rom. 12:18 — “If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men.” 


The historic position of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church is to oppose the bearing of arms in warfare and 
the gendering of strife between nations, classes, groups: 
or individuals. 

The denomination, however, respects the right of 
individual conviction and recognizes that various 
positions will be taken on war and military service. 
Our churches support our Christian youth who because 
of faith and conscience accept the exemptions or alter- 
natives to combat service. In any event, our churches 
give spiritual aid to all of our youth in service by en- 
couraging them to exert a positive testimony for Christ. 
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ARTICLE IX — OATHS 


We believe that the Scriptures teach that it is sin to 
use the name of the Lord irreverently or to speak of 
sacred things in a blasphemous, frivolous, or light man- 
ner. 

Exodus 21:7 — “Thou shalt not take the name of the 

Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 

When Jesus instructed His disciples, He forbid them 
to use oaths when He said “Swear not at all.’”’ [This 
includes the profane oath, the careless byword, and 
the judicial oath.] 

Matt. 5:33-35,37 — “Again, ye have heard that it 
hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
forswear thyself, but shalt perfom unto the Lord 
thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all; 
neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne; Nor by the 
earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King .. . But let your 
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for whatso- 
ever is more than these cometh of evil.” 

Provision has been made in the laws of our land to 
affirm, rather than to swear by an oath. 

The Christian’s speech should be above reproach at 
all, times. 

James 5:12 — “But above all things, my brethren 

‘swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 

neither by any other oath; but let your yea be yea; 

and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.” 
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ORGANIZATION 
PART IV 


ARTICLE I — CONFERENCE 


A. Membership 


The Conference of the Evangelical Mennonite Church 
shall be composed of those churches which are already 
members and any other churches which adopt this con- 
stitution, and are recommended by the General Execu- 
tive Board, and are approved at the annual convention. 


B. Annual Convention 


The Conference shall meet annually at such a time 
and place as is designated by the General Executive 
Board. 


1. Representation 


~The delegate body of the annual convention shall be 
composed of all the general executive board, the board 
of trustees, members of the several commissions, three 
delegates from the Salem Children’s Home, ordained 
ministers, licensed ministers, missionaries on furlough, 
and elected delegates from the member churches. 


Each church shall be entitled to send one delegate 
for each 30 members and an additional one for a frac- 
tion thereof. The members of the delegate body who 
are elected by the Annual Convention [the General 
Executive Board, the Board of Trustees, and the sever- 
al commissions] shall be considered as a part of the 
total representation from the local church of which 
they are members. [Therefore, a church with 180 mem- 
bers would have a total of six delegates. If it has two 
members who are delegates by virtue of office it would 
elect four more to make a total of six.] However, each 
church may elect two lay delegates even if its regular 
quota should be filled with delegates by virtue of office. 

Any group of people served by a worker under the 
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direction of the Conference which has not yet been or- 
ganized into a church and recognized by the Conference 
shall be entitled to representation only by the worker 
in charge. 


No delegate shall be entitled to more than one vote 
by proxy. Churches are encouraged to send alternate 
delegates rather than proxies. 


2 Duties 


a. It shall be the duty of the annual convention to 
elect Conference officers, trustees, and members to the 
several commissions and boards as may be needed. 
Special committees may be elected when ever needed. 


b. It shall be the further duty of the annual conven- 
tion to receive and pass upon reports from all the com- 
missions, boards, and auxiliary organizations. 


c. It shall be the further duty of the annual conven- 
tion to take proper action to contend for, uphold, and 
propogate all the doctrines of the Conference. 


3. Nominating Committee 


A nominating committee shall be chosen annually 
and shall consist of 9 members. The general executive 
board shall appoint 4 of its members and five members 
at large shall be elected by the delegate body. It shall 
provide nominations for all elections at the annual con- 
vention. 


©. Fiscal Year 
The fiscal year is August 1 to July 31. 


D. Officers 


1. The executive officers shall consist of the Presi- 
dent, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, who 
shall be elected for a term of three years. These officers 
are not eligible for election to the Commissions. They 
shall not serve for more than two terms consecutively 
in any one office. 
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2. Assistants to the Secretary and Treasurer may be 
appointed by the General Executive Board when neces- 
sary. Such appointees will not have the status of ex- 
ecutive officers. Their duties shall be determined by the 
Board. 


3. Duties of Officers 


a. The President shall preside at all meetings of the 
annual convention, call the meetings of the General 
Executive Board and preside at the same, and issue all 
orders as authorized by the annual convention or the 
General Executive Board. 


b. The Vice President shall perform all the duties of 
the President and exercise all the rights of the Presi- 
dent in the absence of the latter, or when they are dela- 
gated to him by the President. In case of resignation, 
death, or other disqualification of the President, the 
Vice President shall become the President until the 
next annual convention. 

c. The Secretary shall make and Keep a record of all 
proceedings of the annual conventions and of the Gen- 
eral Executive Board; keep a permanent record of the 
annual membership report of each church in the Con- 
ference; keep a record of all ordained and unordained 
workers; issue all necessary certificates, and perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed by the General 
Executive Board. 

d. The Treasurer shall receive all funds intended for 
the work of the Conference, except as otherwise pro- 
vided for, and shall issue receipts for the same. He 
shall hold in trust or disburse these funds as orders are 
given by the General Executive Board or other officers 
responsible for the funds involved. He shall keep an 
accurate record of all transactions, submit reports to 
the Board when requested, and present a complete an- 
nual report to the annual convention. His records shall 
be audited annually by persons designated by the Gen- 
eral Executive Board. 
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: E. General Executive Board 
1. Membership 


The General Executive Board shall consist of the 
Executive officers of the Conference, the Chairman 
of the Commission on Missions, the Chairman of the 
Commission on Promotion, the Chairman of the Com- 
mission on Departments, the Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, and three additional members who are not 
members of any Commission. These three members- 
at-large shall be elected by the annual convention for 
a term of three years, the term of one to expire each 
year. 


2. Officers 
The executive officers of the Conference shall also 
serve as the officers of this Board. 


3. Meetings 

The Board shall meet at least semi-annually, or more 
often at the call of the President, or by three of its 
members. 


4. Duties 

The Board shall aes charge of the work of the Con- 
ference in general, appoint an Executive Secretary, 
give guidance to the several Commissions, maintain a 
fair distribution in Conference finances, secure Con- 
ference funds to maintain budgets and endorse funds 
for special projects not otherwise listed, employ neces- 
sary personnel, remunerate individuals whose services 
are not remunerated by some other department, and 
fill vacancies in Conference offices which occur be- 
tween annual conventions. This Board shall also plan 
and arrange the time, place, and program of the annual 
convention, perform such other duties as may be dele- 
gated to it by the annual convention, and take action 
in any emergency not otherwise provided for in this 
constitution. The Board is accountable in all of its work 
to the annual convention. 
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5. Executive Secretary 


The General Executive Board shall appoint an Ex- 
ecutive Secretary subject to ratification by the annual 
convention. The term of service shall be determined 
by the Board and the appointee, but shall not exceed a 
term or combination of terms longer than six con- 
secutive years without reconsideration and approval 
by the delegate body. Proper remuneration shall be 
determined by the Board and be provided by the Con- 
ference General Treasury. 

The Executive Secretary shall implement the policies 
and directives of the General Executive Board. He shall 
exercise general oversight of the Conference work, 
keep in contact with the pastors and member churches, 
and be available to them for counseling. He shall seek 
to coordinate the work of the Commissions and assist 
them in their respective areas of work when that 
js desirable and practicable. He shall serve as a 
member of the Pastoral Relations Committee and 
shall supervise all pastoral elections, either person- 
ally or through an authorized representative. He 
shall not be eligible for election to any Conference of- 
fice but shall be an ex-officio member without voting 
privilege to all Commissions and Boards. He shall take 
charge of any work which may have become disorgan- 
ized. He shall prepare an annual report for the Board 
indicating the condition of the Conference work and 
presenting such recommendations as he deems ap- 
propriate. 

F.. Elders 
1. Membership 

The Board of Elders shall consist of five ordained, 
active ministers of the Conference. Nominations for 
the office shall be submitted by the General Executive 
Board to the annual convention for election. Members 
shall be elected for a term of three years, but shall not 
serve more than two terms consecutively. 
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2. Officers 


The Board shall annually elect a chairman and a 
secretary from among its membership. 


3. Duties cpt 

a. It shall act chiefly in things spiritual; give guid- 
ance on doctrinal issues; examine candidates for li- 
censing and ordaining to the ministry; authorize the 
issuing of licenses and ordinations; give advice to 
local churches on their spiritual problems when neces- 
sary; at any time examine a pastor or worker as to 
his teachings, belief, or conduct when requested by a 
local church or the Conference President. 

b. This Board shall have jurisdiction in problems in- 
volving conference officers and ministers. In -such 
cases a committee of three elders shall be considered 
competent to counsel with the people involved and 
make a decision. Final authority in such cases lies 
with the delegate body at the annual convention. 


c. The Board shall appoint annually two of its mem- 
bers to serve with the Conference Executive Secretary 
as a Pastoral Relations Committee. 

d. The Board shall perform such other duties as may 
be delegated to it by the Conference or the General 
Executive Board. 


G. Trustees 
1. Membership 


The Board of Trustees shall consist of nine members 
elected by the annual convention for a term of three 
years, the term of three members to expire each year. 
No member shall serve more than two terms con- 
secutively. Nor shall he be eligible for election to the 
Board of Trustees while serving on any one of the Com- 
missions. 

2. Trust 
All properties of Evangelical Mennonite Churches 
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shall be held in trust by the Board of Trustees, sub- 
ject to the laws of the various states in which the prop- 
erty is located. They shall receive and hold in trust 
bequests, annuities, and such funds not otherwise des- 
ignated for the work of the conference. They shall have 
power to invest and transfer funds, to buy or sell real 
or personal property and give good and valid convey- 
ence thereof. The president and secretary of the Board 
of Trustees are hereby duly authorized to execute and 
deliver notes, mortgages, deeds or other conveyences 
for and in behalf of the corporation. 


3.Officers 


a. After the Annual election of new members, the 
Board shall elect from its membership a president, 
secretary, and treasurer or secretary-treasurer. 


b. The president shall call the meetings of the Board 
and preside at the same. Special meetings may be call- 
ed by the president or at the request of three members 
of the Board. 

c. The secretary shall keep a record of all meetings, 
file the minutes, conduct the correspondence, and pre- 
pare such reports as may be intended for publication. 
He shall also have custody of all written instruments, 
including but not limited to deeds, abstracts and 
mortgages of the corporation, and of the corporation 
seal. 

d. The treasurer shall receive and be the custodian 
of all funds, securities, and annuities affecting Confer- 
ence property; collect, receive and disburse all funds 
as directly by the Board of Trustees; keep an accurate 
account of the same and submit an annual report prop- 
erly audited to the annual convention. 


H. Commissions 


1. There shall be three Commissions of equal status 
within the Conference organization, each to be repre- 
sented in the General Executive Board by its chairman, 
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and accountable to the General Board. Each Com- 
mission shall be composed of six members, two to be 
elected each year by the annual convention to serve for 
three years. It is recommended that two but not more 
than four of the six members of each Commission shall 
be lay members. No person shall be a member of more 
than one Commission at any time and he shall not serve 
more than two terms consecutively. 

2. The respective Commissions shall be responsible 
for those activities which require the cooperative action 
of several or all of the member churches. They shall 
provide appropriate leadership, supervision, and guid- 
ance as the work of the Conference may require. 

3. Each Commission shall, immediately following 
the election of its new members by the annual con- 
vention, organize itself for the new year by the election 
of a president, a vice president, a secretary, and a 
treasurer or a secretary-treasurer. These officers shall 
constitute the executive committee of the Commission 
with power to act between regular meetings of the en- 
tire Commission. It shall be within the power of these 
Commissions to delegate to sub-committees or to in- 
dividuals such powers and duties as they deem advis- 
able or necessary. 

4. Each Commission shall make a single unified re- 
port to the annual convention through its chairman. 
Such reports as are required from sub-committees 
and/or responsible persons. shall be prepared in writing 
and presented to the chairman of the Commission in 
advance of the annual convention. 

5. Vacancies occurring in the membership of these 
Commissions shall be filled by. the General Executive 
Board for the balance of the year during which the 
vacancy occurs, and by the next annual convention 
for the remainder of the unexpired term. 


6. Special Duties 
a. The Commission on Missions shall have in its 
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charge the direction of all Conference Missionary and 
church extension activities, both home and foreign. This 
Commission shall appoint annually the necessary rep- 
resentatives to the Congo Inland Mission Board. 


b. The Commission of Promotion shall be responsible 
for the educational work of the Conference, the official 
publication of the Conference, literature sales and dis- 
tribution, and the fostering of friendly relations with 
other groups of similar faith and purpose. 


c. The Commission on Departments shall be respon- 
sible for all the departmental organizations of the 
Conference such as the Children’s Department, Evan- 
gelical Mennonite Youth Fellowship, Sunday School, 
Visual Aids, Youth Camps, Christian Social Service. The 
Commission shall also seek opportunity to provide as- 
sistance in other similar areas of Conference work as 
the need may arise. 


, I. Auxiliary Organizations 

1. The Women’s Auxiliary is organized primarily for 
the purpose of assisting in the home and foreign mis- 
sionary work. It is also to foster a spirit of unity, 
prayer, and service throughout the Conference. It may 
adopt such bylaws as are needed in harmony with this 
Constitution. The Auxiliary shall give a report to each 
annual convention. 

2. The Men’s Fellowship seeks to strengthen the 
spiritual fellowship of the Conference men, to encour- 
age men in personal evangelism, to function in the area 
of Christian service, and to undertake such special proj- 
ects as are desirable from time to time. The Fellowship 
shall adopt the necessary bylaws which are in harmony 
with this Constitution. It shall present a report to 
each annual convention. 


3. The Christian Service Foundation, Incorporated, 
is organized for the benefit and under the direction of 
the Conference. According to its Constitution its multi- 
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ple purpose is, “to receive gifts, funds, endowments, 
legacies; to own, buy, and sell real estate and personal 
property; to borrow and loan money; to provide funds 
and loans for the emergency needs of the Evangelical 
Mennonite Conference; to provide scholarship aid for 
worthy young people” and to provide varied financial 
assistance throughout the Conference as it is needed. 
The Board of Directors is in part self perpetuating, but 
all nominees must be approved by the General Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Conference. 


J. Institutions 


The Salem Children’s Home, Flanagan, Illinois, shall 
sustain its relation to the Evangelical Mennonite Con- 
ference as provided in the original Charter, and the 
details of its government and organization shall be in 
keeping with the statutes under which it was incor- 
porated. The Board of Directors shall appoint three 
delegates to represent the Home at the Annual Con- 
vention of the Evangelical Mennonite Church. 


K. Affiliations 


1. The Conference as a charter member cooperates 
with other Mennonite conferences and churches in the 
Congo Inland Mission. Representatives to the board of 
directors of C.I.M. are appointed annually by the Con- 
ference through its Commission on Missions. 


2. The Conference shares officially in the work of 
Fort Wayne Bible College through one representative 
on its Board of Trustees. This person is recommended 
by that Board and approved at the annual convention. 


3. The Conference shares officially in the work of 
Taylor University, Upland, Indiana, through one rep- 
resentative on its Board of Trustees. This person is 
recommended by that Board and approved at the an- 
nual convention. 


4. The Conference is a member of the National As- 
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sociation of Evangelicals. It makes yearly contribu- 
tions to this Association and sends delegates to its an- 
nual conventions as well as to some of its subsidiary 
organizations. 

o. The Conference works with the Mennonite Central 
Committee which is a co-operative Christian social 
service agency. It provides financial support and it 
elects representatives annually to the Committee and 
to several of its sub-committees. 


L. Workers 
1. Ministers 


a. A person who believes himself called to preach 
the gospel shall make this conviction known to his 
pastor. Through counseling and prayer they shall seek 
the leading of the Lord. When the Lord directs, the 
candidate shall make application on a form provided 
for that purpose to the Executive Secretary for a lic- 
ence. This application shall be accompanied by three 
recommendations one of which shall be from the candi- 
date’s pastor or home church. [A person who is not a 
member of a Conference church but desires a license 
from the Conference may make application directly to 
the Executive Secretary.] The Board of Elders shall 
consider and act on all applications for license. 


b. A license is issued for one year and may be re- 
newed annually by the Board of Elders. Exceptions 
may be made to foreign missionaries who may be 
granted certificates for one term of service. 


c. Licensed ministers shall not administer the ordi- 
nances except by special permission of the General 
Executive. Board. The Executive Secretary may be 
called upon to assist in such cases. Anyone serving in 
a pastorate may officiate at marriages. 

d. A licensed minister who is a member of a Con- 
ference church, has served satisfactorily as a pastor 
for two years in a church in the Conference or under 
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Conference direction, is a graduate of a Bible Institute 
or of a four-year college course with a major in Bible 
or of a Seminary, and is in harmony with the doctrines, 
practices, and objectives of the Conference may be 
ordained by the Board of Elders. Exceptions to any of 
these standards may be made by the General Executive 
Board when such exceptions would serve the good of 
the Conference. 


e. An ordained minister coming from another de- 
nomination and desiring like. recognition in our Con- 
ference shall make application to the Executive Sec- 
retary giving full particulars as to previous ordination, 
personal experience, and reasons for the desired 
change. The applicant should also indicate to what ex- 
tent he agrees with the doctrine, practices, and ob- 
jectives of the Conference. The Executive Secretary 
shall then present the application to the Board of 
Elders, which shall take one of the following steps: 
[1] recognize the previous ordination and accept the 
candidate as a minister; [2] give him the rank of a 
licensed minister; [3] postpone a decision for further 
investigation; or [4] deny the application. 


2. Women Workers 

Women called of God to particular Christian minis- 
tries may become appointed workers, providing they 
plan to make the Lord’s work their principal vocation. 
They also may be licensed as missionaries after com- 
pleting the proper course of preparation. 


3. Missionaries 

All applicants for missionary work at home or abroad 
shall make application to the Executive Secretary on 
a form provided for that purpose. Applicants shall 
appear in person before the Commission on Missions 
at a time and place designated by the Commission. 
The Commission shall determine the suitability of the 
candidate and shall have the power to accept or reject 
any application. When an accepted candidate is to be 
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sent through a cooperating society mutually agreed up- 
on by him and the Commission on Missions the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary shall make formal application to 
that society and carry on the correspondence until 
the candidate reaches the field. The money contributed 
by individuals or churches of the Conference toward his 
support shall be paid through the Commission Treas- 
urer, even though the missionary may be laboring 
under another society. 


ARTICLE II — THE LOCAL CHURCH 


A. Membership 

1. Qualifications 

Any person who has been born again of the Spirit 
[John 3:3, 5, 7, 16], has publicly confessed Christ as 
his Saviour [Rom. 10:9, 10], has been baptised after 
conversion [Acts 2:41], and who is willing to take the 
vows of membership [Article II — The Local Church, 
3-a, b, c, d] shall be eligible for membership. [The 
Pastor and his wife are members of the church which 
they serve. ] 


2. Procedure 


a. Any person who desires membership shall make 
that desire known to his pastor. If the pastor believes 
the applicant is eligible for membership he shall pre- 
sent him to the Membership Committee. The Com- 
mittee shall do its utmost to assist young Christians in 
preparations for membership. The names of those ac- 
cepted for membership by the Committee shall be 
announced to the church at least a week, if possible, 
preceding their reception as members. Certificates of 
Membership shall be issued to all new members. 


b. A member of a church within the Conference may 
transfer to another church in the Conference by pre- 
senting a letter indicating that he is a member in good 
standing. 
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c. Persons of other denominations who desire to join 
one of our churches shall be eligible if they meet the 
qualifications outlined above and are willing to take 
the membership vows. A letter from their former 
church is desirable but not mandatory. 


8. Duties 


a. As a Christian believer, a member shall be loyal 
to Christ and the church. He shall grow in grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
means of prayer, study of the Word, and faithful at- 
tendance at church services. He shall put off the 
works of the flesh such as anger, lust, strife, impure 
and malicious speech, and put on the graces of love, 
faith, patience, temperance and humility. He shall 
also keep himself from any habits or practices which 
are harmful to the body because the body is the Lord’s 
iTiConms6ei9. 200]: 

b. It is the duty of members to support and build 
up the church by prayerful interest, faithful attend- 
ance of services, and by generous gifts as the Lord pro- 
vides. Members shall be respectful and obedient to 
those who are over them in the Lord. They shall seek 
to foster a spirit of forbearance and kindness among 
one another, forgiving one another as God for Christ’s 
sake has forgiven them. [Eph. 4:32] 


c. Members of the church are to be witnesses to the 
world, demonstrating the Christian life by living sep- 
arately from worldly practices, [I John 2:15, 16], by 
refraining from pleasures, amusements, and social 
contacts that dishonor Christ- or that bring reproach 
upon the church or exert a harmful influence upon 
others. Conduct and dress shall be in keeping with the 
high calling of a Christian. Members shall constantly 
bear in mind that their primary task is to exemplify 
Christ in order to cause others to believe in him. 


d. In relation to our country it is the duty of mem- 
50 


bers to pray for public officials and to respect and 
obey constituted authority except in matters opposed 
to the revealed will of God [Rom. 13]. Members are 
expected to affirm instead of taking oaths, provision 
for which is made by the laws of our country. [Matt. 
5:34-37; James 5:12] 


4. Rights 


Members in good standing who are 14 years of age 
or older may act and vote in the transaction of busi- 
ness of the local church; they may hold office; and 
enjoy all the rights and privileges generally accorded 
to members. 


5. Termination 


a. Any member in good standing who desires a letter 
of transfer to any other evangelical church is entitled 
to receive it upon his request. 


b. If a member desires to join a religious body whose 
articles of faith do not harmonize with those of this 
church, he cannot be granted a letter of transfer but 
may, at his request, be granted a letter of dismissal. 


6. Discipline 
a. Guiding Principles 

[1] The church’s good name and honor demands a 
testimony against evil. [I Cor. 5:11-13] 


[2] Disciplinary action must be engaged in only 
with a deep sense of responsibility to maintain the 
honor of Christ’s name, the purity of His church and 
integrity of His truth. [Eph. 5:27] 


[3] Disciplinary action must always be carried out 
in Christian meekness and love with a desire to re- 
store the offender, to remove offense among believers 
and reproach from the church. [Gal. 6:1; Matt. 5:23, 
24] 

[4] Private offense ought to be dealt with privately, 
if possible, and the offender spared undue publicity. 
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Public offense, however, ought to be publicly rebuked 
and publicly rectified. [Matt. 18:15, 16] 


[5] When a difficulty or problem is referred to a 
church body for solution, the persons involved must 
submit to the decision of the body. [Matt. 18:17] 


b. Competency 

For problems involving local church officers and 
laymen, the local pastor and the board of deacons or 
the church council shall be considered as competent 
to.counsel with the people involved and to make ap- 
propriate decisions. Final authority in such matters 
lies with the total membership of the local church. 


c. Forms of discipline 

The following forms of discipline are recognized and 
may be employed by those competent as deemed ad- 
visable: 

[1] Rebuke and admonition. 

[2] Suspension from offices held. 

[3] Dismissal from church membership. 
d. Restoration 

When a suspended or expelled member has shown 
genuine evidence of repentance and godly sorrow, 
has made appropriate restitution and shown by con- 
duct and testimony a renewed mind and heart, he may 
be restored to full fellowship. 
e. Non-participation 

A member failing to share in the fellowship and re- 
sponsibilities of his church for a period of one year 
without just cause shall after due personal counsel 
forfeit his membership. 


B. Spiritual Ministries 


1. It shall be the duty of the local church to con- 
duct such services as will be the most conducive to 
the spiritual edification and growth of its members. 
In addition to the Sunday services it is recommended 
that the church have prayer meetings, evangelistic 
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services, Bible conferences, Vacation Bible School, and 
such other services as will help the constituency. The 
church must minister to all age groups. 


2. The church is to provide opportunity for all be- 
lievers under its care to participate in the Lord's 
Supper at least twice each year. 

3. The church is to administer baptism to believers 
who are eligible according to provisions in this con- 
stitution. 

C. Business Meetings 


It shall be the duty of the church to meet at least 
annually at the time and place designated by the 
council. It shall elect the designated officers and com- 
mittees and others which may be needed, act upon re- 
ports of the officers and committees, and transact 
such other business as may properly come before the 
group. Special business meetings may be called by the 
council. 

D. Bylaws 


Each church may formulate and adopt bylaws to 
guide and govern its local activities. Such bylaws shall 
be in addition to and in harmony with this constitution. 


E. Officers 


The administrative staff shall be composed of such 
officers as pastor, deacons, chairman, secretary, trea- 
surer, trustees, Sunday school superintendent and/or 
director of Christian education, and such other officers: 
as are required. All church officers shall be members of 
the local church except in cases of need recognized by 
the official body of the local church. 


1. Pastor 

a. The pastor shall be chosen by the eich a a 
meeting duly called for that purpose. He shall be chosen 
from among persons approved as ministers in this Con- 
ference. If a church desires to call a pastor from out- 
side the Conference such a one must first be approved 
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by the Board of Elders. A two-thirds majority of the 
votes cast is necessary for election. Proxy votes are not 
valid in voting for a pastor. Public announcement of 
any pastoral election shall be made two weeks in ad- 
vance of the election. 

b. The regular term of service shall be for three 
years. Any deviation from this regulation must be ap- 
proved by the local church concerned, the pastor, and 
the pastoral relations committee. The official beginning 
of a term is to be considered as August 1 nearest the 
actual beginning date. 

c. Toward the close of a pastor’s term of service a 
vote of confidence is to be taken. A two-thirds majority 
of the votes cast is necessary to retain a pastor. The 
date for this vote shall be determined by the Execu- 
tive Secretary and the pastor involved. 


d. A pastor’s term of service may be terminated by 
either the pastor of the church if 90 days notice is 
given, or at any time if it is mutually agreeable. If a 
pastor fails to receive the required majority in a vote 
of confidence he shall be free to leave after 30 days. 


e. When a church is seeking a pastor the church 
council shall serve as a committee to locate a candi- 
date. They shall consult the Conference Pastoral Rela- 
tions Committee concerning available candidates. At no 
time shall a church negotiate with more than one can- 
didate. A vote must be taken on the first candidate be- 
fore a second one may be contacted. A pastor of any 
member church shall not be considered as a candidate 
by another church before he has completed at least 
one three year term, unless such consideration would 
serve the best interests of everyone concerned. 


f. A pastor shall be an example to the flock of God 
by keeping himself free from all worldly entangle- 
ments and above reproach in all matters of conduct 
and finance. It shall be his duty to preach the Word; 
to exercise prayerful and diligent oversight of the 
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church, watching for the souls thereof as one that 
must give account; and to seek earnestly the salvation 
of the lost, that in all things he may be approved of 
God. The pastor shall be recognized as head of the 
local church and shall be responsible for. the public 
services and general promotion of the church activities. 
He shall serve as an ex-officio member of all com- 
mittees and boards. 


2. Deacons 

a. Each church shall elect two or more deacons 
from among its lay members for a term of three years. 
A two-thirds majority of the votes cast shall be neces- 
sary for election. The qualifications outlined in Acts 
6:1-7 and I Timothy 3:8-13 shall be used as a guide in 
the selection of deacons. [Those previously ordained as 
deacons shall be given an honorary status for life. How- 
ever, such individuals may be elected for a regular 
three-year term.] 

b. It shall be the duty of a deacon to assist the 
pastor in caring for the spiritual welfare of the church, 
in the observance of Holy Communion in baptismal 
services, in visiting the sick, in administering the local 
relief program, and to assist in such other ways as the 
pastor or church may direct. 

The following organizational pattern is suggested but 
may be modified to meet local needs. ] 


3. Chairman 

It shall be the duty of the chairman to preside at all 
business meetings of the church and the church council. 
He shall call meetings of the council and implement 
the decisions of the council and the congregation. In 
the event of his absence he shall appoint another mem- 
ber of the council to preside. 
4. Secretary 

The secretary shall Keep a Ae ets record of all the 
proceedings of the business of the church and the 
council. He shall be responsible for all minutes, papers, 
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records, and documents belonging to the church, com- 
pile an annual report for all the work of the church, 
and perform such other duties as may be assigned to 
him. 
5. Treasurer 

The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds 
pertaining to the local church and Sunday school. He 
shall open an account in a local bank, depositing all 
funds in the name of the church. He shall keep a cor- 
rect record of all funds received and disbursed, giving a 
quarterly report to the church, and a complete report 
annually. He shall make disbursements outside of the 
regular church budget only upon approval of the 
church council. His books shall be presented to an 
auditing committee annually. 


6. Trustees 

There shall be at least three and not more than five 
trustees elected by the church, each for a three year 
term. They shall organize among themselves having a 
chairman and a secretary. They shall have supervision 
of the material affairs of the congregation, keeping the 
property in general repair, and properly insured. 


%7. General Sunday School Superintendent 

a. The general superintendent: shall be a person of 
deep piety, in full sympathy with the doctrines and 
practices of the Conference, and shall have an earnest 
concern for the Sunday School. He shall be elected for 
such a term as may be determined by the church. 

b. He shall have general oversight of the whole Sun- 
day School. He shall be the executive for the Christian 
Education Committee in relation to the Sunday School. 
He shall work closely with the pastor in all matters of 
policy. He shall make an annual report to the scien 
concerning the work of the school. 


F. The Church Council 
1. The church council shall consist of the pastor, 
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deacons, church chairmain, secretary, treasurer, chair- 
man of the trustees, the Sunday school superintendent, 
and such other members as are necessary to assure 
adequate representation of the entire church. 


2. The council shall act as an advisory committee to 
the pastor, have authority to transact business of the 
church, and make recommendations to the congregation 
at any business meeting or whenever necessary. The 
council shall make appointments when vacancies occur 
in offices or committees. It shall assure proper re- 
munreation for the pastor and others who are em- 
ployed by the church. 

3. Council action shall at all times be subject to a 
majority vote of the congregation. 


G. Committees 
1. Membership 


This committee shall be composed of the pastor and 
deacons. It shall be their duty to determine the suit- 
ability of candidates for. membership and to assist them 
in every way possible. This committee shall elect an- 
nually a chairman and secretary. 


2. Christian Education 


This committee shall be composed of the pastor, 
Christian Education Director and/or the general Sun- 
day school superintendent, the president of EMYF, and 
at least three other members elected or designated by 
the church. The committee shall elect annually a chair- 
man and a secretary. It shall be the duty of this com- 
mittee to have general oversight of the entire edu- 
cational work of the church. That will include the pro- 
vision of proper materials, the coordination of the var- 
ious groups engaged in education, evaluation of the 
present program, and long range planning. It shall 
assist in keeping proper aims and objectives before 
the various groups. It shall appoint Sunday school 
teachers unless other provision is made for their 
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appointment or election. Members on this com- 
mittee should be appointed for more than one year 
terms. [Groups under the direction of this com- 
mittee are the Sunday school, any Sunday evening 
study groups, EMYF, week-night study groups, teach- 
er training classes, Vacation Bible School, missionary 
groups, boys and girls clubs, and any other groups 
primarily of an edgcational nature.] 


3. Other Committees 
The church may appoint such other committees as 
are needed in the work. 
G. Auxiliary Organizations 
There may be organized in each church such groups 
as the Men’s Fellowship, Women’s Auxiliary, EMYF, 
and any similar groups which may be authorized by the 


church. All such groups are subject to the church of 
which they are a part. 


AMENDMENTS 


Part V 


This Constitution may be amended by a three-fourths 
vote of the members of the annual convention present 
and entitled to vote, and voting at any annual meet- 
ing, providing notice is given two months in advance 
of the proposed changes. 


PASTOR’S MANUAL 


Part VI 


ARTICLE I — DEDICATION 
SERVICE FOR CHILDREN 


Suggested Scriptures: Matt. 18:2-6, 19:14 

“Then were brought unto him little children, that 
he should put his hands on them and pray; and the 
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, ‘Suffer little 
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children and forbid them not to come unto me; for of 
such is the kingdm of Heaven.’ And he took them up 
in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them.’’ [Mark 10:13-16] 


Forasmuch as this child is now presented by you 
in dedication to God, you not only signify your faith in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, but also your desire that...... 
bes Sihaawetone x may early know and follow the will of God, 
FOP read, stl So renk aad life. 

In order to achieve this holy purpose it will be your 
Guby-aswparentscto teach °2).a04u .5). som oan as soon as 
ed Ga ars Wiel oe shall be able to learn the fear of the 
Rereeet Pp wWallh:- OVere hse ee A Sa education that 
Sia sSiiete se Cates be not Jed astray; ‘to direct; 2.s4.607<.. 
youthful ‘mind to the Holy Scriptures and .......... 
feet to the house of God; to restrain .............. 
from evil associates and habits; and as much as in you 
MESIOUIB OLIN ..s.. Heer es 6 a CARS up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

Do you solemnly promise before God and these wit- 
nesses that you will by instruction and example seek 
ye AT OST Gb ep Rie RET iy eal in the way of the Lord mak- 

[child’s name] 
ing use of all the helps the Lord has given you in the 
heme vance the chureh: so. that: ..ea0.o ese Geli may 
early desire to love God and be of service to our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 
Answer: We do, God being our helper. 


[Then shall the pastor take the child in his.arms to 
offer the prayer. ] 
Prayer 


ARTICLE II — BAPTISM 


A. Adult Baptism 


Dearly beloved, since all men are by nature sinners 
and have nothing in themselves by which they can be 
delivered from the guilt and pollution of sin, and at- 
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tain to holiness of: heart and life, we invite you to join 
with us in fervent prayer for these persons, that they 
may always have grace to keep their covenant with 
God, and by faith enjoy the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. [Suggested Scrip- 
ture: -. I Peter.3:18 - 4:2 or I John 3:3b-8] 


Beloved, as you here present yourselves for holy 
baptism, we trust you shall pledge in the presence of 
this congregation that you, renauncing Satan and all his 
works, will trust His Holy Word, and by faith appro- 
priate its blessings in order that you may keep His com- 
mandents and fulfill His will for your life. 


{Then shall the minister ask severally of each can- 
didate. ] 

Question 1 — Do you have the assurance that you 
have received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior 
from sin? 

Answer: I do 

Question 2 — Do you believe that the salvation to 
which you now publicly witness is a free gift of God, 
not of anything that you could do, but made possible 
by the shedding of Christ’s blood at Calvary to atone 
for your sins? 

Answer: I do : 

- Question 3 — Do you renounce all — including the 
world, Satan, and every other hindrance — in order 
that you may give yourself in every possible way to 
own His cause, to speak His name and to do His will? 

Answer: I do . 

Question 4 — Will you daily walk by faith in Jesus 
Christ endeavoring by prayer and faithful obedience to 
follow in His steps? 

Answer: I will 

Question 5 — Do you acknowledge that you are in 
harmony with the doctrines, faith and practices of the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church and will you be bap- 
tized in this faith? 
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Answer: I will 

[These vows may be followed by an appropriate 
prayer. ] 

-[Each candidate shall be given opportunity for a 
personal witness of his salvation before he is foueues 
and then minister continues saying: ] 


I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 


B. Baptism For Youth 


Dearly beloved, it is with an awareness of the great 
potential of these young lives that we rejoice on this 
occasion of their baptism. Most of us can only visual- 
ize in part what the years ahead will hold for them. 
Our faith, uniting with theirs, can rest secure in our 
Heavenly Father who takes note of the smallest spar- 
row and who will guide these ones by His continual 
presence. 

[Address candidates for baptism] 


By confessing your sins, and by trusting Jesus as 
your Savior, you have been admitted into the family 
of God. Baptism is an evidence that God has cleansed 
your heart from sin and that you are desirous of seek- 
ing first the will of God above all things. This is only 
the beginning of your walk with Christ. As you daily 
read the Scriptures and fellowship with Him in prayer, 
you will accumlate a growing understanding of what He 
is like and how He wants you to live. As you do your 
part, you may be assured that Christ will make all 
experiences of your life sacred and meaningful. As a 
result, the joy and peace evident in your life will influ- 
ence everyone you meet. 

Question 1 — Do you believe that you have fru re- 
pented of your sins and that by faith Jesus Christ has 
become your personal Savior? 

Answer: Yes 
- Question 2 — Will you discipline yourself to pray 
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daily and study God’s Word so that your life will be a 
living witness of the grace of God? 

Answer: I will 

Question 3 — Do you accept the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Evangelical Mennonite Church and will 
you walk in all the will of God as He reveals it to you 
in His word? 

Answer: Yes 


ARTICLE Ill — 


RECEPTION OF MEMBERS BY TRANSFER 


Vee Lat Patel LP y pea aie Skee DS 2F, comes to us from 
CYNE AT NE ict BG ae eee Ofna. 1 RA eee and 
is heartily recommended into our fellowship. 

Questions addressed to member transferring: 

Question 1 — Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your only Saviour and Redeemer from sin? 

Answer: I do believe 

Question 2 — Have you the witness of the Spirit that 
you have been born from above and that you are now 
a child of God? 

Answer: I do 

Question 3 —- Have you been baptized upon the for- 
giveness of sin? 

Answer: I have 

Question 4 — Are you in agreement with the Articles 
of Faith and Practice of our Church? 

Answer: Iam 

Question 5 — Will you joyfully support the church 
with your time, your gifts, and your prayers? 

Answer: I will, God being my helper 


ARTICLES IV — MARRIAGES 


A. Ceremony for Weddings 


Marriage is as old as the family of man. Our Creator 
himself instituted it in the garden. Moses made it the 
foundation of the social order, Christ reinforced it with 
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more spiritual sanctions. The Scriptures declare it to 
be honorable and worthy of high esteem. Marriage 
comes thus from supreme authority preceding all other 
social ties, and is authorized and guarded in both dis- 
pensations by civil and divine law. 


Marriage was given in wisdom and kindness, for the 
benefit of humanity, to increase happiness, to suppress 
irregular affection, to support social order, and to 
provide through well ordered families an opportunity 
for transmitting truth and holy living from one gen- 
eration to another. It is the basis of all orderly so- 
ciety, upon which all responsible governments and laws 
are established. Wherever dishonored, the care and 
education of children is neglected; jealousy, separation 
and strife are promoted and all society is forced into 
anarchy and mutual antagonisms. 


In token of a due consideration of your part of the 
obligations of marriage, and of your free, deliberate 
choice of each other as partners in its duties and fel- 
lowship for life, will you please join right hands. 

[To the man] 

Question — Do you, .............. , promise, before 
Almighty God and these witnesses, to receive this 
woman to be your lawful and wedded wife, to love and 
cherish her in health and in sickness, in prosperity and 
in adversity; and that, leaving all others, you will 
cleave only unto her until separated by death? 

Answer: I do 

[To the Woman] 

Question — Do you, ...... ee te , in like manner, 
promise to receive this man as your wedded and lawful 
husband, to love, respect, and obey him according to 
God’s ordinances, and that, leaving all others, you will 
cleave only to him until separated by death? 

Answer: I do 


[Place ring on finger, and repeat after minister 
these words: ] 
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With this ring I thee wed, and with all my heart’s 
affections I thee endow 

[Then shall the minister add:] 

May this gift remain a fit emblem of the brighter 
link uniting your hearts, of the richer circle of your 
common joys, and of the unending love and happiness 
which shall be yours. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, I pronounce you husband and wife — 
one in the eyes of the law — one in your earthly inter- 
ests and destinies — one in all the events and changes 
of life. What God hath joined together let not man put 
asunder. 

B. Ceremony for Weddings 


Dearly Beloved: We are gathered together here in 
the sight of God, and in the presence of this company to 
join together this man and this woman in holy matri- 
mony. 

Question —- Who giveth this woman to be married 
to this man? 

Answer: [ May be — ‘‘Her mother and I, or I 
do’’] 
Prayer 
Marriage is a joyous occasion. It is connected in our 
thoughts with the magic charm of home, and with all 
that is pleasant and attractive in the tenderest and 
most sacred relations of life. We learn from the Scrip- 
tures that our Savior himself sanctioned and cheered a 
marriage festival with His presence, and performed 
there the first of His miracles. Marriage is declared by 
an inspired Apostle to be honorable in all, and the union 
you are desirous of forming Paul declared to be an em- 
blem of the union, endeared and indissoluble, that 
binds together Christ and the Church. Hear the words 
“of Paul in Ephesians 5:22-33. 


From these words of the Apostle we can visualize, at 
least in part, the significance of God-given love. Love 
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is God’s greatest gift to Man! Because of the capacity 
to love which he has given us, we have a Holy respon- 
sibility to follow His example in the practical aspects 
of such a life. Unless we are Christian in the out-work- 
ings of that love we have failed in our obligation to 
Him, and to each other. 


You are desirous of establishing a Christian home. If 
your home is to be a haven of peace, a harbor of rest, 
a dwelling place of contentment and abiding joy then 
certain elements must be a part of it. There must be a 
respect for the sacred worth of every person in the 
home. There needs to be a spiritual unity, sufficient to 
transcend any differences you may have. Your home 
needs a healthy spiritual life, best gained through a 
family altar. There ought to prevail a high and sacred 
level of living for every member, at home and in society. 
Thus an atmosphere of prevailing prayer and a frag- 
rance of Christian love will characterize your home. 

May God grant that by your mutual faith in Him and 
the seeking of His will for your lives these spiritual 
blessings may naturally follow such genuine faith. 

A relation that is thus consecrated, should not be 
entered into thougnhtlessly, and irreverently; but ad- 
visedly, in the fear of God, for the purposes which he 
ordained and blessed matrimony. 

[Will the parties now join right hands?] 

Ouestion—— luck. 5 ... Wilt thou have this woman 
to be thy wedded wife, to live together after God’s 
ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou 
love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness 
and in health; and forsaking all others, keep thee only 
unto her, so long as ye both shall live? 

Answer: I will 

Question — .............. wilt thou have this man 
to be thy wedded husband, to live together after God’s 
ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou 
love and serve him, honor and keep him, in sickness and 
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in health; and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto 
him, so long as ye both shall live? 

Answer: I will 

[Woman places her right hand in the groom’s right 
hand] 

DAES eae eh aee take? thee? cos i2iGaee ee ee 
to be my wedded wife from this time forward, for bet- 
ter or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do 
part, and thereto I plight thee my troth. 


We will now seal these vows by the giving and receiv- 
ing of the rings. The circle of the ring is an emblem of 
the unending love which should be yours, and the gold, 
the type of that which is most precious and enduring. 
The ring is to show how lasting and imperishable the 
faith which you now mutually pledge. 


[Each repeat after the minister, the man saying it 
first. ] 

This ring I give thee in token and pledge of my un- 
dying faith and unending love. With this ring I thee 
wed, and with my worldly goods, I thee endow, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 

Prayer of Dedication — [Bride and Groom kneel, 
others remain standing] 

This could be included prior to the benediction] 


POrasmuch as: VOUS ghee ee end:. «see 
have consented together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same before God and this company, and 
have pledged your faith each to the other, by the au- 
thority that is committed unto me, I pronounce you 
husband and wife. Whom therefore God hath joined to- 
gether let not man put asunder. 

Benediction 

[Bride and Groom shall kiss if so desired.] 

And now I present to you Mr. and Mrs. ............. 

Recessional 
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ARTICLE V — FUNERALS 


A. Preparation 


Since the pastor is usually requested to work co- 
operatively with the family of the deceased ‘and the 
funeral director it is well to keep abreast of local cus- 
toms and be prepared to suggest the type of service 
which will bring honor to our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In planning the service the family may suggest 
favorite songs, poetry, or Scriptures. These should 
be in keeping with the Christian message of hope. Pre- 
pare them for the service by suggesting your task is 
not to extol the deceased but to encourage and chal- 
lenge the living. Virtues of the deceased may be ap- 
propriately mentioned if they have been conspicous; 
but never in extravagant terms of lauding. Never con- 
demn at such a time. 

If conscience directs a break with traditions of the 
community, gradual and prayerful progress is recom- 
mended. The service should be well planned so as not 
to be extended or of unpleasant length. Do all to make 
this service a time of heart-searching. A looking ahead 
will restore confidence and hope. An assurance of the 
love of God, of his wisdom in all occurrences of life, 
and his daily guidance, will do much to create further 
opportunities to minister effectively to all concerned. 
Consult closely with the funeral director so there is 
complete understanding on procedure. . 

At the graveside appropriately selected Scriptures 
and committal with a brief closing prayer is sufficient. 
A personal encouragement to the immediate family will 
conclude your ministry at the grave. 


B. Scriptures for Funerals 
Children: Gen. 21:16; I Sam. 1:27-28; II Kings 
4:18-37; Matt. 18:2-5; II Sam. 12:18-23; Mk. 10:13-16; 
Ps. 23:1-4; Jer. 31:15-17; Isa. 40:9-11; Gen. 22:7-14; 
Gen. 43:14 
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Young Girl:) Mk. -5:22-23:" 35:43)" Matt, 25:lel57 oa. 
14:1-3; Job 9:25,26 

Youne Mart Matt) °25:14-23* > LK. elias ee 
18:18-30; Lk. 15:1-24; Ps. 103:15-19; Ezek. 16:60; Jn. 
11:16-45 

Middle aged: Ps. 39:4-5; James 4:13-15; Ecc. 9:10; 
Ps. 49:6-20; Job 14 

Aged: Ps. 90; Ecc. 127 Job §:17-27; Ps) 71:7-965 15-21; 
Rom. 8:35-39; Ps. 73:24-26; II Tim. 4:6-8 

Heaven: -Rev. 14:13; 21:1-7; 7:13-17; Jn. 14:1-7 

Certainty: II Cor. 5:1-8; I Thess. 4:13-18; Ps. 46:10, 
Ps. 39:4; Job 20:23; John 10:14-15 

Victory: II Cor. 4:10-18; Ps. 73:23-26; Rom. 8:35-39; 
II Tim. 4:6-8; I Cor. 15:49-58 


C. Scriptures for the Graveside 
Job. 14:1, 23. Peter. 1:24525; sfohn:) 11525, 325 a 
19:25, 26; I Cor: 15:54, 55; John+l4:2- SjeReve 21.4; 
Rev. 14:13 


D. Committal At The Grave 


1. Forasmuch as the earthly home of the soul is 
dissolved by death, we look to Jesus Christ who is the 
resurrection and the life, knowing that he which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall also raise up the redeemed to 
everlasting life, when death shall be swallowed up in 
victory and all tears shall be wiped away and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying and 
the body shall become glorious and immortal, ready to 
enter into the joys of the Kingdom prepared by Jesus 
Christ from the beginning of the world. 

2. Forasmuch as it hath been ordained of God, in 
whose hands are life and death, to take from our midst 
the soul of the deceased, we look for the resurrection 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, when this mortal shall 
put on immortality and all shall be changed according 
to the mighty working whereby He shall subdue all 
things unto Himself. 
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ARTICLE VI — ORDINATION OF MINISTERS 


On the day appointed for ordination, the elder in 
charge of the service, or a member of the ordination 
committee previously appointed, shall present an ap- 
propriate message for the occasion. Following the mes- 
sage the elder in charge shall address the following 
questions to the candidate or candidates. 


Question 1 — Do you believe the Old and New Testa- 
ments to be the inspired Word of God? 
Answer: I do 


Question 2 — Are you persuaded that the Holy 
Scriptures contain all doctrine required to reveal eter- 
nal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 

Answer: I am so persuaded. 


Question 3 — Is it your determination to preach the 
fullness of the Holy Word to the people committed to 
your charge? 

Answer: I have so determined by the grace of 
God. 

Question 4 — Do you sincerely agree with the Ar- 
ticles of Faith and Practice of the Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church so that you may conscientiously and 
faithfully uphold them on the conference or local 
levei? 

Answer: I do 

Question 5 — Are you assured and compelled by the 
Holy Spirit to seek the glory and honor of God through 
the office and work of a points ter of the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? 

Answer: I am so Se and compelled. 


Question 6 — Will you be faithful in prayers and dili- 
gent in reading the Holy Scriptures so that your life 
and that of your family may be fashioned according 
to the will of God? 

Answer: I will 


Question 7 — Will you cultivate the “mind of Christ” 
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among all Christian people and set forward by your 
example a life of purity, peaceableness and love? 

Answer: I will, God being my helper. 

After prayer the elder or elders present shall lay 
their hands on each candidate and the elder presiding 
shall say: 

“Upon the confession and these promises which thou 
hast made in the presence of God, and these witnesses, 
I charge and ordain thee to execute the office of an 
ordained minister of the church of God, to preach the 
Gospel to administer the ordinances of the church of 
Christ in the name of the Father, the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

[Seripturés: II ‘Tim: 1:9: I Cor; '2:2;° It Cor. 4°5; 
Acts 20:17-31] 


ARTICLE VII — CHURCH COVENANT 


Having been led by the Holy Spirit to receive Jesus 
Christ as Savior and having witnessed my faith in Him 
through baptism, I do now associate myself with the 
church as a member of the body of Christ and accept 
the Holy Scriptures as the only rule of faith and prac- 
tice in my Christian life. I consider my calling to live 
for Christ as a high and holy vocation to which I give 
all my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Realizing the 
value of Christian fellowship, the uplift of Christian 
ordinances, the importance of public worship, and the 
joy of service, I do joyfully covenant before God, by 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, to uphold the doctrines, or- 
dinances, and practices of this church by my presence, 
my prayers, my gifts, and my service. As I endeavor 
to bring honor to Christ and the church I now forsake 
all known sin, I covenant to walk in Christian love, to 
separate myself from the world and to refrain from 
pleasures, amusements, attitudes of heart, and expres- 
sions of the tongue which are contrary to the spirit of 
the Bible and the example of Christ. 

Sighed 3 2a. Iter 5 Dias CS A: Sak ce a Bele 


ARTICLE VIII — FORMS 
[On Church Stationery] 


A. Certificate of Transfer or Recommendation 


eat ee ioe CP ACCTULY: ANIA Go oes .ta Aik Ca a Seed ap es 
is a member of this church, and having requested that 
ee Ie Sree, ay hele e aie ha aic's wc ke es membership be 


Vas aw a Ss a oS 6 e 8 ew eee a ws 8 « & wt 6) «1.0. ae 6,6 6 C1 ss et ef © be 6.85 @ & BS 0 


is affectionately commended to the fellowship of said 
church. 
Done by order of the church, 


eae ae sehr (Spas. Sa 
[Name of city], [Date] 


B. Notice of Enrollment 


Pbesteeriiicate of branster Ol sw ay seks a ee. 
2 eS OEE epee er ees a is hereby acknowledged. 
The above named has been duly received into the mem- 
bership of this church. 


a te © 6 pe ¢€ 6 © O16 £6 @ @ 0 6 6 eee Se ee Be ew eee Se 
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C. Certificate of Dismissal 
eerie OOPTITY) Clialt merge ugk: Gh a oat 6 ace ye. oa te 
has been a member of this church and having requested 
gc Ca hea) ty ee er ee membership be changed 
from this church, he or she is hereby dismissed from 
iS A a Eis wie W9iales Gse iBT Legis aa Suen ites nic meena rae 
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APPENDIX 
Part VII 


COPY OF PRESENT CHARTER 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 


Office of the Secretary of State 


To All Whom These Presents Shall Come, Greetings: 


Whereas, Articles of Incorporation duly signed and 
verified of Evangelical Mennonite Church have been 
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State on the 
28th day of December A.D. 1948, as provided by the 
“General Not for Profit Corporation Act” of Illinois; 
approved July 17, 1943, in force January 1, A.D. 1944; 


Now Therefore, I, Edward J. Barrett, Secretary of 
State of the State of Illinois, by virtue of the powers 
vested in me by law, do hereby issue this Certificate of 
Incorporation and attach thereto a copy of the Articles 
of Incorporation of the aforesaid corporation. 


In Testimony Whereof, I hereto set my hand and 
cause to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Il- 
linoios. Done at the City of Springfield this 28th day 
of December A.D. 1948 and of the Independence of the 
United States the one hundred and seventy-third. 

Signed, Edward J. Barrett, 
Secretary of State 
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